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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
The online Masters of Reading Curriculum and 
Instruction (M.Ed.) degree at the University of 
Nevada, Reno is focused on providing K-12 teachers 
with research-based courses designed to address the 
current needs of reading teachers in schools today 
with a particular emphasis on reading curriculum, 
reading instruction, and reading assessment to meet 
the needs of all students in today’s classrooms. The 
program provides opportunities to work with 
university instructors and other teachers in an online 
format that includes video conferences, model 

lessons, and a virtual reading clinic. The program’s focus on reading curriculum includes creating effective 
reading lessons and units based on student assessments and evaluating and adapting existing reading 
programs to meet student needs. Instructional practices related to guided reading instruction, 
comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, word study, and writing are also covered throughout the program. A 
strong focus on reading assessment is embedded in two virtual reading clinic courses centered on teaching 
reading to struggling readers.  The coursework also meets the requirements for teachers to obtain the 
Nevada Reading Specialist endorsement. The comprehensive exam is designed to support teachers as they 
research a reading area of their choice and apply their knowledge to their own classroom and school. This 
degree is 32 units for a non-thesis option with a comprehensive exam or 33 units for a thesis option degree.  

Online Master's Program in Reading Curriculum and 
Instruction:
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Coursework Phase 
Graduate Student Responsibilities  
Each student is responsible to be aware of all university and graduate school, and graduate program 
requirements including deadlines, dates for registration, change of registration, fee payment, filing of 
programs of study, changes in program of study, and application for graduation. Each student is responsible 
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Mid-Program Essays
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Graduation Phase 
Application for Graduation (M.Ed.)  
Applications for graduation are filed on-line by strict graduate school due-dates established each semester. 
It is very important for you to know and adhere to this deadline and it is your responsibility to be aware of 
the time frame for graduation. The Graduate School requires that you must be enrolled in at least 3 graduate 
credits during the semester in which you intend to graduate or one credit in the summer for August 
graduation. It is your responsibility to file the appropriate paperwork in order to graduate within the 
published deadlines.  
 

M. Ed. Comprehensive Examination  



 

 

14 

 

Date 
completed Step in Process Forms and Sites 

. 
Apply for graduation by the date established by 
the Graduate School in the academic calendar: 
https://www.unr.edu/academic-central  

Application for Graduation 
https://www.unr.edu/grad/graduation
-and-deadlines  

 Complete Exit Essays Attached 

 Complete Comprehensive Exam 
The Notice of Completion Form will 
be completed by your advisor  
http://www.unr.edu/grad/forms/  

 
Online Program: Reading Curriculum & Instruction Checklist for Thesis Option Degree 

Completion 
Date 

completed Step in Process Forms and Sites 

 Complete course work  

 
Use the Change of Program of Study or Change 
of Committee forms for any deviations from the 
approved program of study form 

Change forms 
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GRADUATE STUDENT PROFESSIONAL 
BEHAVIORS AND DISPOSITIONS 

(Complete and submit with application form) 
 

University of Nevada, Reno 
 

All professional educators are expected to adhere to a professional code of conduct. Any educator pursuing 
graduate studies serves as a model for others. The faculty of the College of Education at the University of 
Nevada, Reno have adopted a set of professional behaviors or dispositions that are crucial for graduate level 
students. These dispositions apply to the university setting, courses, and field experiences. Failure to 
demonstrate one or more of the dispositions may lead to an individualized plan for improvement and, in 
extreme cases, could lead to removal from the program. The list of dispositions is not exhaustive. Depending 
on the situation, there could be behaviors that do not appear on the list, but which could be considered in 
an evaluation of readiness to continue in graduate study.   

Reflective Practitioner 

Professional Ethics.   
The candidate adheres to standards of ethical conduct including academic honesty and   confidentiality.  

Collaboration/Collegiality.   
The candidate works effectively with colleagues and contributes to a professional collegial atmosphere.  
Commitment to Education.   
The candidate values the educational professions. He or she exhibits a positive attitude toward schools, 
teaching, students, and parents.  
Emotional Maturity.  
The candidate responds to frustration and stress professionally and appropriately.  
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Grading Criteria for Entry/Mid/Exit Essays: Question #2* 
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Area Exceeds SLO Proficient with 
SLO 

Developing 
toward SLO 

Does Not Meet 
SLO 

 
 
 
. 

the literacy needs of 
socioeconomically, 
linguistically, and 
culturally diverse 
students 

socioeconomically, 
linguistically, and 
culturally diverse 
students 

socioeconomically, 
linguistically, and 
culturally diverse 
students 

socioeconomically, 
linguistically, and 
culturally diverse 
students 

 Components of 
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COMPREHENSIVE EXAM GUIDELINES 
(For Non Thesis Option Students Only) 

 
EDS 795: UNR COE Reading Curriculum and Instruction Master’s Final Project 
Guidelines 

Description: 
As a culminating experience for your masters’ degree, you will complete a project that is reviewed by your 
chair and your committee. Your committee consists of two literacy s
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Components One Credit Two Credits Three Credits 
 
50% of pass/fail 
credit 
 

 
Research Synthesis:  
Five- to ten-page 
synthesis of research 
on a chosen topic. 

 
Research Synthesis:  
Five- to ten-page 
synthesis of research on 
a chosen topic. 
 
Practical Application: 
Four-page explanation 
of how the research 
applies to a particular 
context (e.g., classroom, 
school, institution). 

Five- to ten-page synthesis of 
research on a chosen topic. 
 
Practical Application: 
Two- to four-page 
explanation of how the 
research applies to a 
particular context (e.g., 
classroom, school, 
institution). 
 
Final Product: 
Creation of an actual plan 
and/or vehicle for 
implementation of the 
research read (e.g., 
lesson/unit plan, website, 
professional presentation). 

Oral Defense* 
 
40% of pass/fail 
credit 

GOOGLE 
HANGOUT Oral 
Defense to Master’s 
Committee: 
Ten-minute 
PowerPoint 
presentation of your 
paper with ten minutes 
of Q & A. 

GOOGLE HANGOUT 
Oral Defense to 
Master’s Committee: 
Fifteen-minute 
PowerPoint presentation 
of your paper with ten 
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Rubric for Comprehensive Exam 

Area Exceeds SLO Proficient with 
SLO 

Developing toward 
SLO 

Does Not 
Meet SLO 

Annotated 
Bibliography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Student has chosen 
twenty peer-
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Area Exceeds SLO Proficient with 
SLO 

Developing toward 
SLO 

Does Not 
Meet SLO 

Final Product 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

The plan and/or 
vehicle for 
implementation of 
the research read 
(e.g., lesson/unit 
plan, website, 
professional 
presentation) is 
elaborate and relies 
on theory to 
formulate 
applications to the 
chosen venue. 

The plan and/or 
vehicle for 
implementation of 
the research read 
(e.g., lesson/unit 
plan, website, 
professional 
presentation) is 
explained in relation 
to the theory and 
research reviewed. 

There is no clear plan 
and/or vehicle for 
implementation of the 
research read (e.g., 
lesson/unit plan, 
website, professional 
presentation). 

Few to no 
criteria met 

PowerPoint PowerPoint 
contains ten to 
fifteen slides that 
focus on topic and 
how it might be 
implemented in 
classrooms. 
Organization is 
clear and 
information from 
one slide builds to 
the next. The 
PowerPoint is well 
designed for 
presentation (e.g., 
includes visuals or 
student examples 
where appropriate). 

PowerPoint 
contains ten to 
fifteen slides and for 
the most part 
focuses on the topic 
and how it might be 
implemented in 
classrooms. 
Organization is clear 
for most slide 
transitions, and 
information varies 
in clarity as it builds 
from slide to slide. 
PowerPoint is text 
heavy. 

PowerPoint contains 
fewer than ten slides 
and does not 
consistently focus on 
the topic and how it 
might be 
implemented in 
classrooms. 
Organization is not 
clear from slide to 
slide. PowerPoint is 
text heavy. 

Few to no 
criteria met 

Organization Project is organized 
as detailed in 
directions. 

Project is only 
partially organized 
as detailed in 
directions. 

Project is not 
organized as detailed 
in directions. 

Few to no 
criteria met. 
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THESIS GUIDELINES 
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